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Of 35 bombing raids I participated in during my tour © =~ -2 Tl 3G
out of Chelveston, England, my 28th mission on the day before _ st~ in'44: 7>
."g" over the Ardennes area and back to England after dark on Dec. 24th stanc ~t

of the most memorable. Ihad been checked out as 1st Pilot in November after 18 'ss
¢« “sit" ~_ in the right seat across from Jack Wolhaupt, my original pilot, : d drea ng of
flying from the left secat. My new crew was made up of airmen from aircrews th. t |
been split up prior to finishin z tl €. -. iss: "ns due to injuries or illness. With a I ight crew
made up of any assortment of crewmen 1o had differing combat missions left to fly
befo . fi. ishing their tour, I had a constantly shifting crew. There was no crew known as
the "Ni .. -en" crew and for this reason, since I didn'l eep notes on whe . ew v . me from
mission to mission, I can't refer to any of my flight crew on s particc arraid by . :.

In 1 nmid-Decer. » = of 1944, . ¢ 2r.3¢ fog covered mc .t of En ! ~d aad we.ie.a Euco .2, " he
weather provide« ideal conditions ~ r a major German offensive move against U.S. trc ps
in the Ardennes. The Ge . 1a 1 troops were moving toward Antwerp to take over th~ port,
and split the Allied force . The offensive was well under way ¢: - wn - *' ¢ morning of
December 22 and the 2 J5th and most of the other bomb groups of the 8th Air Force ' ~ ¢
briefed for a maximum effort mission. At first ight on the 22nd, after bricfing, we
manned our flight positions, started the engines and mancuvered o.. - Forts « refully

ar. nd the perimeter track through fog so thick that jeeps were used to g 'z us to our
tal-+-off positions. There we waited, engines idling, for 1 .* uctic ., from the tower. The
co-pilot and I spent our waiting time discussing how we could find our way down the
invisible runway an 1 jift our lethal cargo of 500 pounders into the air. The mission ras
scrubbed and most of us spent the evening in the Officer's or NCO's :lubs until the t: noy
s ‘ema wuncedthat+ @  .w members were to hit the sack. Tt '3 was our notice t *
a mission was on for the n...t morning. The fog was so thick that night, that we had to
walk our bicycles b~ *": to the barr- .. .

Heavy fog still blanketed the area as we head 1 for breakfast and briefing early on the
23rd. We went through a briefing simil* ' o the previous momyi 1g, again maneuvering
slow y around the ... «ter track to our waiting positions. Then, with engines idling, we
waited for further ins n ctions from the tower. As on the previou s morming the t “ssion
was scruvoed wad we taxied back to the hardet~nds and retrmed *o ths verracks *o wi t
another day for the fo_ 10 lift.. . 'ew, ' T any, of us had ever seen fog so dense. Even i
daylight I cc * "'t see more than about 20 feet down the road back tc 1e barracks. /-
di .t expect to be called out the next moming since there was little change that1 _ it in*
we *cr. Ve were wrong.

On Christmas eve mo 11g, Dec. 24, we were waiting again in our flight positions as our
Fortresses si . ~ose to tail around th~ perimeter track with engines idling as they Fad t »
two previous mornings. We weren't too concerned with the prospects of « ¢ngou ' nt
same weather - .. ditions that had grounded us for the previous days. Wrong again. My
former 1st pilot, Jack W~"ha ipt, = ~ | _oting the plane that was at the head of the line 0~
waiting Forts. The radio came alive . “h an unexpected announcement from the Group
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