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FOREWORD 

This is the story of a small town boy named "Larry" 
who, during his life, had the opportunity to see, and 
become a part of, a very wide variety of the good and 
the bad of this world. The story tells of actual events 
and situations he was involved in throughout his mili- 
tarv career-many of these events and situations can only 
be described as having a high degree of violent, physi- 
cal danger. 

Sometimes this type of danger overtakes a person 
without warning, originating in everyday events, but 
twisted into the unexpected by Murphy's Law-" What- 
ever CAN go wrong, WILL go wrong." At other times it 
is necessary to intentionally become involved in a situa- 
tion of potential danger-and hope to survive by taking 
action that involves a calculated risk. Regardless of the 
source, a dangerous situation can lead to the same dire 
result, and this small town boy was involved in many of 
them. 
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RED-TAILED PEACEMAKER 

Looking back to the 1920s and 1930s when I was a 
young boy, it was a great time for aviation and anyone 
who wanted to flv. People all across our nation were 
going to airfields to watch the barnstorming pilots in 
their biplanes. Some of those old barnstormers became 
known all over the world for their daring and flying 
accomplishments. 

Not all of those old pilots were just daredevil 
wingwalkers, some were the pioneers of aviation, set- 
ting records that secmcd impossible in those days, 
records made in airplanes that were much less sophisti- 
cated than the planes of todav. 

Charles Lindberg made the first transatlantic flight 
from New York to Paris in 1927. It was twenty-six hours 
of flying in a small single engine plane. Two months 
later several more pilots made flights across the Atlan- 
tic. In 1932, Amelia Earhart made the first solo flight 
across the Atlantic by a woman. In 1937, while she was 
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